
Sustainability Committee Meeting Minutes 
Nov. 13, 2014 at 11 a.m. 

Student Union  
Building 58W, Room 3806 

 
Voting Members Present: James Taylor, Lance Taylor, Vince Smyth, John Kanter, Wallace 
Harris, Justin Lemmons, Signe Evans, Neal Fisher.  
 
Voting Members Absent: Becky Purser, Dr. Tony Rossi, Jolie Schlieper and Chris Wrenn 
 
Associate Members (non-voting): Shawn Asmuth, John Kantner, Sam Lento, Kevin 
O’Halloran, Blair Romain, Kevin Anderson, Aaron Anderson, Josh Gellers  
 
 
Meeting began at 11:05 a.m. 
 

1. Committee Updates 
a. Garbage on the Green and Campus Sustainability Week: James T. gave an 

update from the recently completed events. Kevin A. feels that the signage on 
recycling cans is confusing and asked about the potential to compost on campus. 
Wallace H. told the committee a proposal for campus composting has been 
developed, but is waiting on funding. There is a potential grant, but the grant 
requires a research component and we have been unsuccessful in identifying a 
qualified faculty member and developing a research project.  

 
Link to grant: http://erefdn.org/images/uploads/RFP_EREF_SolidWaste_General-
Sustainability-combined_2014.pdf 
 

b. EV Charging Stations: JEA will be releasing a grant application in Jan. The 
Environmental Center is placing survey questions in the Campus Life Survey to 
gauge interest in EV charging stations.  

 
c. Recommendation to expand the boundaries of the Sawmill Slough Preserve: 

To recap, surveying for construction is taking place in the north side of campus 
near athletics complex as part of the Athletics Mini Master Plan. The construction 
is for new NCAA fields that will be used by Athletics. The area is not within the 
boundaries of the Sawmill Slough Preserve, but is a scrub habitat, which is a 
highly endangered habitat in Florida, and borders some wetlands. Faculty such as 
Dr. Joe Butler from biology has been using the area for research. Environmental 
Center ecologist Justin Lemmons, M.S. has documented a number of deer and 
gopher tortoises in the area.  

 
The committee agrees that representatives from the Sustainability Committee 
should meet with the Campus Master Planning Committee and recommend 
expanding the preserve boundaries in the south end of campus. Lance T. suggests 
we include the exact number of acres we plan to recommend for expansion.   



Current preserve map: 
http://www.unf.edu/ecenter/Campus_Natural_Assets_Inventory.aspx  
 
Athletics Mini Master Plan: 
http://www.unf.edu/uploadedFiles/Athletics%20Mini%20Master%20Plan.pdf 
 

2. Decals for LEED buildings: A quote for decals was not available in time for the 
meeting, so this item was postponed.  
 

3. Contracts coming up for bid: Shawn A. updated the committee on contracts that are set 
to expire in the next calendar year and the potential to include sustainability in the RFPs. 
There were not any upcoming opportunities, but Shawn will continue to look. Wallace H. 
and Vince S. both commented that sustainability is becoming a common factor in RFPs.  

 
In addition, Shawn A. informed the committee that the Board of Governors may be 
looking to oversee some statewide contracts.  

 
Meeting adjourned at 12 p.m. 
 
 


